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DIVIDED HEARTS

OUTLINE TREATMENT

The film opens with Liam Vessey, an old man, sitting on the patio of an elegant mansion looking out to sea. We are told, on screen, that this is Long Island in the year of 1903. With a voiceover, Liam is reminiscing about his old friend Finbar Blake and how he was one of those people who could always see the big picture; not a man who would do things in easy steps when one giant leap presented itself. As we cut to a scene set in the grounds of Balmoral Castle, with the titles telling us it is now 1858, Liam recalls Finbar’s great plan to kidnap Queen Victoria and trade her back to the British Government in return for an independent Ireland. A much younger Liam is part of a small gang setting the ambush. He’s rhetorically asking Finbar how he was talked into this plan when the Queen’s carriage approaches. The plan goes horribly wrong and it is the British who have set an ambush for the gang. There’s a shoot out. Liam gets wounded and we leave the scene with Finbar dragging his friend away as they attempt to escape.

Jean-Paul Goulet is reading of the audacious attack from a newspaper in his Scottish Grandfather’s house. We learn from the paper that Finbar is an Irish member of the British Parliament and Liam heir to the Vessey bank. Both men are still on the run. Jean Paul’s grandfather asks the young man if he has come to a decision. Jean-Paul thanks the old man for giving him his education but he has decided to return to Mother’s people.

In Fort Emmett, Dakota Territory, Colonel Gerry Mangan learns of the kidnap attempt from an out of date newspaper. Mangan’s paper tells us that Finbar and Liam have escaped to New York. Mangan is an Irish officer in the American cavalry and proudly tells a fellow countryman, Sergeant John O’Neill, how he and Finbar had fought together in the ’48 rebellion.

We are told it is three years later and see Finbar and Liam at a reception in a swanky New York hotel. They both appear to be prosperous, and respected businessmen. The guest of honour at the reception is the former slave, turned politician, George Fredricks. He and Finbar talk. Both men have respect for each other’s reputation. They discuss the state of the abolition movement and its prospects of abolishing slavery.

We move to a slave plantation and are told it is in Mississippi. Here we meet Belle, an attractive black woman. She is witnessing the plantation owner demand that he bed her younger sister. It would appear that this had been Belle’s fate when she was that age. When Belle’s hot-headed brother learns of what has happened he tries to attack the owner but is overpowered. We see him being whipped before he is lynched.

Moving to what we are told is Montreal, we see Jean Paul Goulet representing his Metis people in court and winning a landmark legal case regarding land rights. Afterwards he tells his colleagues that it is a hollow victory and has more to do with the British Government sending a warning shot to the Hudson Bay Company who he believes are in danger of having their trade monopoly of Canada withdrawn. 

Finbar reads of the Metis court case just prior to being approached by a businessman who knows that the Irishman was once a member of the British Parliament. This man has a plan and wants Finbar and Liam to invest. In cahoots with the Western Governor of the Hudson Bay Company he is going to buy the shares at the knockdown price, reflected by rumours of the removing of trading rights. They will then make a killing by using the Hudson Bay trading posts to develop railroad depots. Finbar says he will consider the offer. Later, at a chance meeting with a former colleague from the ’48 rebellion Finbar learns that their mutual friend Mangan is commanding a regiment of Irish immigrants and maintaining an uneasy peace on the Sioux frontier. 

Moving back to Mississippi we see that Belle also runs a clandestine school for slave children. She is enduring more hardship. Her younger brother has received a beating for insolence. While nursing him she demands that they escape using the underground network for runaways. He is reluctant.  

Finbar tells Liam that he has a plan that will finally achieve independence for Ireland. To the chagrin of his wife who reminds him what they lost last time, the long-suffering Liam entertains his friend’s plan. We do not get to hear what Finbar is actually proposing but see Liam’s reaction. After the initial amazement has faded he says that it could be mad enough to work.

Jean Paul has returned to his Metis homeland, Fort Garry (now Winnipeg) on the Canadian prairie. He is their leader but presiding over a divided cabinet. Some want to progress their claim for an independent homeland legally and politically; other seek a more pragmatic and rebellious route. Jean Paul is on the fence.

Belle learns that the plantation owner has found out that she has been running an illegal school She tells her brother that they must escape that night. He is scared but has no choice to go along. We follow their progress as they get away from the plantation. The couple are nearly caught at a boat station but manage to continue their escape northwards.

Finbar gets off a train in St Louis. He is seeking out another member of the ’48 rebellion who is now editor of a large newspaper in the city. The men discuss the country’s descent into civil war and how it is all about Lincoln wanting to preserve the Union. Although we still do not get hear Finbar’s plan we see his flabbergasted friend agree to play his part. 

Belle and her husband have had another close escape. They are now hiding out at a staging post in Missouri. We learn that a notorious catcher of runaway slaves is closely on their trail. Finbar arrives in the same town, changing horses as he continues his journey west. He sees Belle and her brother being chased. The catcher shoots Belle’s brother and takes aim at Belle. Before he can pull the trigger Finbar has shot him. Both men are dead. Finbar scoops up Belle and they ride off.

Finbar and Belle are riding along a remote track. Finbar is trying to find out who Belle is but she is too traumatised even to speak. He is trying to find out what he can do for her but to no avail. A small unit of Mangan’s men have been dispatched to make contact at a pre-arranged point. When Sergeant O’Neill learns of what has happened he warns Finbar that he will now be wanted for murder as shooting runaway slaves was perfectly legal in that state. O’Neill offers to arrange safe passage for Belle to Chicago, where slavery has been abolished and he has a cousin who will employ her. Belle has begun to talk and makes it clear she wants the safety of staying with Finbar. The group carry on to Fort Emmett.

There Finbar and Mangan are reunited after fifteen years. Mangan has sympathy for Belle as he served in the south on his arrival in America and the experience has instilled an abhorrence for slavery. He gives Belle a job in the fort. Mangan is keen to know of the plan that Finbar referred to in his telegram but Finbar wants to get to know more about the situation on the frontier before he tells. Mangan takes him on a visit to the Sioux. It’s evident that Mangan has acted as peacemaker there for many years but he now feels war is imminent with the Sioux as more settlers are arriving in advance of the Red River being opened for steamboat travel. Mangan has recently received orders that effectively break the treaty in place with the Sioux. 

Finbar finally reveals what he is planning. He believes that Britain is vulnerable militarily, being stretched with wars around the World. Her only strength lies with the navy. Where better, to attack Britain, he reasons, then in the middle of Canada? Finbar says he has a plan to occupy Ontario and Quebec and then trade the Canadian territories with Britain for an independent Ireland. At first Mangan cannot believe the audacity of what he has heard but Finbar can be very persuasive. He wants his old friend on board, along with his men. Mangan is buying in but has reservations. His troops alone would not be sufficient and in any event have no experience of the rugged Canadian terrain where Finbar intends mounting his attack on the British from. Finbar is prepared for this – and although we do not get to hear it, he reveals the next part of his plan. 

Finbar asks Mangan for some men to take him along the Red River into the Metis lands across the Canadian border. The day before he is due to leave, three fur traders try to rape Belle. O’Neill intervenes but the incident has shaken her. Belle insists on accompanying Finbar. 

They arrive at Fort Garry. Word has been left to expect Finbar but Jean Paul is away on the annual buffalo hunt. Finbar and Belle are made welcome and experience Metis culture and hospitality. Jean Paul eventually arrives but the early onset of winter means Finbar and Belle will now have to stay at the village until the spring thaw. 

This time allows Finbar to build a friendship with Jean Paul. The men are similar thinkers and idealists. They compare the problems of the Metis to those of Ireland. The relaxed culture that prevails has allowed Belle to open up. Finbar is beginning to learn of her background. They are falling in love.

Finbar outlines his plan to Jean Paul. If he can provide a Metis army to join Mangan’s troops than Finbar plans to incorporate an independent Metis homeland in his demands to Britain. Jean Paul appreciates Finbar’s knowledge of the British politics and accepts that even if Britain was not minded to concede Ireland than an overseas Irish republic in Canada, alongside an independent Metis country would work. His concern rests with the fact that his army, combined with Mangan’s men would still not be big enough. Finbar has an answer. He is going to recruit ten thousand men in New York and Boston. Jean Paul questions how this is going to financed and is shocked to hear of the next part of Finbar’s plan.

The western outpost of the Hudson Bay Company is twenty miles up river from the Metis. Jean Paul arranges for a sledge to take Finbar there. When the Governor realises that his guest is the notorious British fugitive he threatens to have Finbar arrested but not before the Irishman puts his deal on the table. Aware that this regional governor is planning a back-door takeover of the company, Finbar makes the deal look even more attractive. Covertly fund the invasion and Finbar will insist that the British renew the Hudson Bay franchise. His threat is blunt. Refuse and Liam will deliver documents outlining the takeover to the Hudson Bay Chairman in Montreal. 

With the thaw arriving, and Finbar’s jigsaw falling into place, plans move into full swing. On getting word that the funding has been secured Liam begins a mass recruitment drive to build an army. A newspaper in St Louis breaks the story that this is Republican plan to invade Ireland. Britain reacts by bringing troops from Canada to protect against the threat.

Mangan and his men have arrived at Fort Garry. The three men put together final plans. They will march across the Canadian Shield and use a small amount of men to attack the most westerly British outpost at Parry Sound. When the British send reinforcements they will be unaware of the true size of the Irish and Metis army. More British troops will then be sent from Montreal allowing the army in America to cross the Canadian border and secure the St Lawrence Seaway. The bulk of populated Canada will then be under Finbar’s control.

The men also receive word of the civil War that is raging in America. Against all odds the Confederacy is winning and with the Union on the verge of defeat it appears that Britain will finally, openly, show their support for the South. We also learn that to add to President Lincoln’s woe, war has finally broken out on the Sioux frontier and the Union has to divert much-needed resource to replace Mangan’s deserters. 

In the days before the army is due to leave, Belle finally tells Finbar about what has happened to her and her family. She outlines the full horrors of being a slave. They are now both aware of their feelings for each other and make love.

Finbar leaves with Jean Paul and Mangan. The plan is falling into place. They have arrived at the British frontier post. Finbar and Jean Paul approach the fort alone. They are greeted with typical British colonial hospitality by the commanding officer. Over dinner Finbar reveals that two thousand men surround the garrison. The officer surrenders on the spot, maintaining that this turn of events should not interrupt a good meal.

When the men return to Mangan with the news, something is obviously troubling Finbar. He labours with his problem and calls the three of them together. He’s become passionate about the abolition of slavery and argues that it is a bigger and more immediate issue than independence for either Ireland or the Metis. Jean Paul and Mangan agree the point in principal but fail to see its relevance. Finbar than reveals he has a plan that could wipe out slavery forever. We do not hear what Finbar is proposing – only the reaction of the other two. They both agree that the opportunity must be taken and their plans put on hold.

We see Finbar travelling to New York. Knowing Finbar as he does, Liam is not surprised with the change of plan.  Finbar then goes to see George Fredricks and asks if he could use his influence to get the Irishman an urgent meeting with the President. Fredricks promises to try but points out that relations between him and Lincoln are distinctly frosty since the former slave publicly criticised the President for failing to support the abolition movement.

Finbar gets his meeting. He is shown into the Oval Office. Lincoln does not need reminding that the Confederate army is less than thirty miles from the capital and Britain on the verge of declaring support for the South. He is about to throw Finbar out when the deal is put to him. The Irishman can provide a fully recruited and equipped army of ten thousand men to join the Union. He can also give Lincoln back the only man capable of resolving the Sioux uprising. Finally he can provide the President a cause so compelling to the British people than it would make it impossible for the Government to support the Confederacy.

We do not see Lincoln’s reaction but move to seeing the President standing in public making his famous proclamation that, if the Union succeeds, he will abolish slavery.

Finbar is seen returning to Belle at the Metis village. From there we return to the elderly Liam sitting on the patio in Long Island fifty years later. He tells us that he always wondered what became of his visionary friend.

On Screen closing titles tell us how immediately after Lincoln’s proclamation the Sioux uprising ended and with the addition of regiments of Irish immigrants the Civil War turned, slowly, in the Union’s favour. We also learn that, in the year after the war ended, Colonel John O’Neill attempted an Irish invasion of Canada and that the Metis people are still fighting their land claims.

