‘HUMANITY’ DICK

OUTLINE TREATMENT FOR A 50-MINUTE TV DOCU-DRAMA

( Based on ‘Humanity Dick,’ the Biography of Richard Martin by Peter Phillips.)
1:

LOCATION:
Ballynahinch Lake, Co. Galway, Ireland

NARRATOR:
On & Off Screen

CONTENT:
Introduction. Overview and context of Martin’s acheivements. DRAMATISATION of Martin rowing a miscreant to the derelict pirate castle on the Island in the lake

2:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Background to Martin family. Tribes of Galway. Catholic repression. 

3:

LOCATION:
Site of the Battle of Aughrim, Co. Galway, Ireland

NARRATOR:
On Screen


CONTENT:
Jacobite rebellion. ‘Nimble-Dick’ Martin. Ancient Barony

4:

LOCATION:
Lough Corrib, Co. Galway, Ireland

NARRATOR:
On & Off Screen

CONTENT: 
Robert Martin’s plans for his son. DRAMATISATION of father advising son while sailing on Lough Corrib

5:

LOCATION:
Harrow Public School

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Influence of radical teachers on Martin. DRAMATISATION of Martin’s role in pupil rebellion

6:

ON-SCREEN: Stills


NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Martins trip to America, 1776, his duelling reputation and nickname, ‘Hair-Trigger’ Dick

7:

LOCATION:
Duelling Fields

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of duels. Context of Martin’s reputation during the peak of duelling culture

8:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Ireland and Britain 1777. Martin’s entry into politics. Gratton’s Parliament. Martin’s marriage to Elizabeth and social life in Dublin. Befriending of Wolf Tone

9:

LOCATION:
Outside of Tigh Neachtain Pub, (formerly Martin’s house) Galway. Ire 

NARRATOR:
On & Off Screen

CONTENT: 
Martin’s building of Kirwan’s Lane Theatre. Employment of Tone. DRAMATISATION of Martin, his wife and Tone performance on first night. (Tone ironically plays a part where his character commits suicide)

10:

LOCATION:
WESTPORT HOUSE, Co. Mayo, Ireland & CASTLEBAR BARRACKS, Co. Mayo

NARRATOR:
On & Off Screen

CONTENT:
The vendetta with ‘Fighting’ Fitzgerald and DRAMATISATION of eventual duel

11:

LOCATION:
Duelling field

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Martin being forced to kill his cousin in a duel. The discovery that Wolf Tone was having an affair with his wife. Theory on how Tone came so close to being killed

12:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Martin’s overwhelming debts. Flee to France (during Revolution) His wife’s adultery

13:

LOCATION:
A London Courtroom

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of adultery trial and how Martin threw his £10k compensation out of his stagecoach window

14:

LOCATION:
BALLYNAHINCH CASTLE, Co Galway, Ireland 

NARRATOR:
On Screen

CONTENT: 
Martin forced to move to wilds of Connemara to evade his creditors. Remarried Harriet. Succeeds to ancient Barony

15:

LOCATION:
BALLYNAHINCH ESTATE, Co. Galway, Ireland

NARRATOR:
On Screen

CONTENT:
Martin’s treatment of tenants ( compared to typical landlords )

16:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
British rule of Ireland. 1798 Rebellion (& Tone’s role) Union of Parliaments

17:

LOCATION:
Dublin

NARRATOR:
Off-Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Martin single-handedly confronting an anti-union mob

18:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
George 3rd and catholic emancipation. Martin’s stance

19:

LOCATION:
Windsor Castle

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Martin and Prince of Wales. Prince gives Martin the nickname of ‘Humanity Dick

20:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Context of animal rights at the time. Practices prevailing

21:

LOCATION:
Ballynahinch, Co. Galway, Ireland

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Martin’s court hearing cases of animal abuse. Martin personally rowing a miscreant to the prison on the lake

22:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Early attempts at animal rights law. People involved. Martin’s plan

23:

LOCATION:
House of Commons, London

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Parliamentary debate. Outcome of Martin’s first attempt at animal rights law

24:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Martin’s second plan

25:

LOCATION:
House of Commons, London

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of parliamentary debate. Success at passing of first ever animal rights law

26:

LOCATION:
Smithfield Market, London

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Martin making his first arrests using the new law

27:

LOCATION:
A London Courtroom

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Martin making the first prosecution

28:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Martin’s one-man policing of London. Numerous arrests. Comparison to a modern day PR campaign

29:

LOCATION:
A London Courtroom

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
The infamous case of Bill Burns, where Martin called a donkey as a witness

30:

LOCATION:
Site of Old Slaughter’s Coffee House, St Martin’s Lane, London

NARRATOR:
On & Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of the formation of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and Martin’s role

31:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Situation regarding catholic emancipation. Stance of George 4th when he ascended to the throne. 

32:

LOCATION:
Capel Street, Dublin

NARRATOR: On and Off Screen

CONTENT:
Background to Daniel O’Connell’s Catholic Association. Possibility of rebellion in Ireland. DRAMATISATION of Martin’s speech. Historical context and significance

33:

LOCATION:
Galway, Ireland

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Martin’s plans for further legislation. Galway elections in general.  1826 General Election. DRAMATISATION of riots and election rigging

34:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Parliamentary enquiry into election. Expulsion of Martin for election fraud. Implications for him regarding his debts. Martin flees to France.

35:

LOCATION:
Martin’s Grave, Boulogne, France 

NARRATOR:
On Screen

CONTENT:
Martin’s exile and death. Context of Martin’s life and lasting legacies

NB:
For further background, read article in BBC History Magazine, July 2003

