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HUT 9

TREATMENT
An elegant jazz club in Berlin is used to introduce the main characters. With war now only days away a group of old friends are taking the opportunity of spending an evening together. The banter reveals deep-rooted friendships, borne out of sharing privileged backgrounds. Max Klein jokes that the pregnant Raina Muller should have married him and not Hans. Gerhardt Goltz, a touch more intense then the other three, gently derides Klein and Muller for joining the Luftwaffe. We learn that Klein and Goltz are going to be godparents to the Muller’s child. The conversation turns to theories on how the war will pan out. None of the casual confidence forecasts the carnage to follow. A toast is made to the restoration of German dignity. The other three do not share Goltz’s enthusiasm for a second toast to supremacy.

An OS title tells us that we have moved forward to November 1944. The steam train travelling through the British countryside is full of German Prisoners of War. As we move in to a first class carriage we see Harry Mertens, a Naval officer staring aimlessly out of a window seat. He is sharing the carriage with three officers wearing the familiar uniform of the Leibenstraden (elite SS). One of them is Goltz. He is staring angrily towards the corridor where Klein is sharing a joke with two British guards. As Klein enters the carriage he makes a flippant comment to the SS men. Goltz bites. The familiarity is still there but the friendship is strained. Klein points out that the SS men have missed the fact that the British have failed to take down the map on the wall above Goltz’s head.

The train has arrived at its destination and Goltz has assumed charge. He’s locked into a standoff with Kowalski, the Polish sergeant who is head of the POW camp guard. Goltz does not pull any punches. His men will not accept orders from low ranking, Jewish Poles. In the background Klein has befriended Mertens. We learn that Klein’s brief, but spectacular, Luftwaffe career ended in 1940. Since then he has been languishing in a POW camp firstly in Canada and then America. Mertens has not been so lucky – his wife and daughter were recently killed in an Allied bombing raid.

As we cut to an empty Island Farm POW camp, Commander Darling is meeting with his Police counterpart, Superintendent George Evans. It’s a frosty relationship and Darling is not taking kindly to Evans delivering a plan that assumes, at some stage, there will be a breakout of prisoners.

With the first wave of prisoners now in the camp, the senior officers are assigned to Hut 9. Goltz and his SS men have separated themselves into a group of rooms at one end of the building. Klein and Mertens are sharing. Klein makes his gameplan known. He has taken a liking to America and his family money is already there. Klein firmly believes that the war will be over within months and he fully intends coasting along until he can pull some strings and settle in the United States.

The camp quickly becomes a micronism of the German military. The SS, although only a small minority, have assumed control. Morale must be kept high – any talk of defeat will be harshly dealt with. Goltz makes a quick example by having a man beaten for insubordination. The British are not helping ease the tension – daily bulletins detailing Allied advances and the bombing of German cities are broadcast over the camp PA. The Polish element in the guard is itching for excuses to dish out punishment. Goltz takes great pleasure from pushing Kowalski towards breaking point.

Mertens has found a sanctuary. Medically trained he has been assigned to the camp clinic where once a week he works alongside Ruth Watkins, a local who lost her husband at Dunkirk. 

Klein and Mertens get a new roommate. Bonte, a loud, but likeable tank commander has come across Goltz in action and warns of his brutality. Klein finds this difficult to accept. He manages to get hold of a bottle of whiskey from a guard and shares it one night with Goltz. As they reminisce both are trying to find out why the other’s loyalties appear to have changed. 

Tensions come to a head when the soldier Goltz had beaten refuses an order to send Hitler a Christmas card. This time, after going through the brief formality of a court martial, Goltz orders the man’s execution. Klein tries to physically intervene but is beaten back as the helpless soldier is held down and suffocated. It is at this point that Klein finally realises his friend has gone beyond redemption.

Superintendent Evans has been a copper long enough to know a murder when he sees one and doesn’t take kindly when Commander Palmer uses Army red tape to block his enquiries. He decides to bide his time.

Goltz has instigated a large-scale escape attempt. Teams of men have started a tunnel out of Hut 9. A cottage industry copying the railway map, and producing forged documents has swung into action. The SS men are to lead the escape and Goltz has instructed the rest of the hut to join behind. He wants maximum disruption. Goltz is appalled when Klein wants nothing to do with the escape. Bonte is happy to take his chances – he is convinced they will all be handed over to the Russians when the war ends. Mertens has an excuse. He argues that his medical training may be needed if there are British reprisals. Klein already knows his new friend well enough to have figured out Merten’s real motive for staying.     

As winter ends, tensions have dipped. The escape is preoccupying Goltz and his men. An appendicitis has given Mertens’ three weeks in Ruth’s care. Klein takes the British gloating about the Rhine being crossed as bringing his move to New York a step closer. Then Hans Muller arrives in the camp.

It takes Klein a few minutes to recognise his old friend when the lorry arrives with a small group of new prisoners. It takes Muller a week to remember Klein. Muller is a wreck. Klein, Mertens and Bonte take him under their wing. Muller’s moods swing from vacantly staring at space for hours to hysterically recounting memories from the last four years. He has had a tough war. Goltz offers to help. Klein angrily tells him to stay away.

As Muller gradually becomes aware of his surroundings, and the realisation that he has been reunited with his old friend, his fears for Raina and their child come to the fore. All Muller knows is that, fearing the Russians, his family have fled Berlin for the comparative safety of Dresden. He begs Klein to find out if they are safe. 

Commander Palmer is sympathetic to Klein’s request but points out that the news broadcasts each morning are accurate. German is in chaos and suffering blanket bombing. It will be impossible to get news to, or from, Muller’s family.     

With the escape plans in their final phase Muller has become lucid enough to understand what is going on. He asks Goltz if he can join. Klein tries to convince himself that Muller has recovered enough to take part if that is what he wants to do. As a doctor, Mertens disagrees. Klein now tries to talk Muller out of escaping. 

In the days before the escape is due to take place news of the bombing of Dresden is broadcast. Klein thought he had talked sense into Muller but news sends him over the edge again. He is determined to join the escape. 

It’s the night of the escape. We see the first escapee break though from the tunnel into the field beyond the fence. In the hut, just before he leaves, Goltz tries to make peace with an uncharacteristically nervous Klein. Klein tells his him to fuck off. 

Goltz and his two closest colleagues have made it to the woods. More and more prisoners are descending the tunnel, appearing in the field and running for cover. We now get to see why Klein is so nervous – Muller is fast asleep. But Bonte cannot do quiet. As he comes back to say goodbye, Muller wakes and is still ready to go. Klein has a quick decision to make and it’s out of character. He joins Muller – Bonte tagging apologetically behind.

The three of them have made it to first base as the alarm is raised. A prisoner is shot as he runs from the tunnel exit. Total, preordained chaos breaks out in the camp. In the woods Goltz and his two men are being pursued by guards. Goltz orders the other two to act as a diversion. He runs off alone. Klein, Muller and Bonte are in a residential street. Klein recognises Ruth’s car.

Evans has been woken up and is now at the Police Station. On the other end of the phone Palmer is reassuring him that the escape is under control and all prisoners are accounted for. The Policeman almost takes pleasure in telling the Commander that Germans are popping up across his patch. He suggests Palmer counts his prisoners again. Evans is on top of the situation – roadblocks are ordered; trains halted. And any Germans captured are to be kept in Police captivity until Evans says they can be handed over to the Army.

Bonte’s driving has already got them beyond the roadblocks and Klein is beginning to see the funny side of things.  Muller is almost like a child reliant on his parents to get him home. 

As dawn breaks, a BBC broadcast makes the public aware of what has happened. 84 German POWs have escaped from a camp in South Wales. At least 50 are still at large. We see the British response. Clergymen are telling their congregations not to panic. Vigilante groups armed with pitchforks are scouring the countryside. Evans is looking at a large map adorned with map pins decorated with swastikas. He receives a message, takes another two out of a biscuit tin and puts them carefully in place.

Klein, Bonte and Muller have to accept that their car has run out of petrol. As they get out Klein leaves a note in the glove compartment. As they walk up the deserted road he posts another carefully folded piece of paper into a letterbox.

Mertens is at the hospital checking on his wounded colleague. Ruth is amused to have received an offer from Klein to buy her dinner in New York as way of apology for stealing her car. Ruth asks Mertens why he didn’t join the escape. He answers honestly.

Much to the annoyance of the driver, a train has been stopped and three policemen are searching the freight wagons. We see Klein, Bonte and Muller are in one towards the back. With the police getting closer, two Germans in another car make a break for it. As the police chase the prisoners the driver checks his watch and the train pulls away.

Evans has received Klein’s note. It gives him a list of Germans and the reason why each should be interviewed.

We see various scenes of POWs being captured and Evan’s map filling with swastikas. Two POWs are arrested coming out of a cinema. Another three knock the door of a remote farmhouse. When the door is answered one of them, in broken English, asks for food. The woman invites them into the kitchen and while cooking breakfast tells her son, in Welsh, to go and get the police. A group of farmers are setting fire to mountain gorse – an act that flushes out another group of prisoners. Two Germans are on a bus full of miners returning home from work. Their clean faces stand out. Amid total silence the bus stops. As the Germans get off the driver says ‘Gute Nacht’ and one replies ‘Danke.’

Klein has figured they have reached Kent. He remembers how many airfields are scattered around that part of England. The three Germans are spotted driving away in a lorry. We cut to them hiding in bushes looking at an unmanned plane on a runway. In the distance there are guards being ordered to commence a search. Klein tells his friends to follow him. They make a break for the plane.

Goltz looks tired. His normally impeccable appearance is now dishevelled and dirty. An elderly man is riding a bicycle along a country lane. Goltz scrambles out of woodland, knocks the man over and cycles off. As he turns a corner he is confronted with a roadblock manned by Sergeant Kowalski. 

A hapless Army minion is being dressed down by a very senior officer who wants to know what is meant by ‘clean away’. He reminds the junior man of the how proud the British government are of their record that no Germans have ever escaped. He warns the man of the consequences of loosing any more prisoners before picking up the phone to the War Ministry. 

Kowalski and his Polish guards have pulled the lorry into a remote field. Goltz is roughly pulled out and Kowalski loads his rifle. Goltz stands still, resigned to his fate. Kowalski fires the weapon above the German’s head telling him he had no intention of behaving like a Nazi. Goltz is put back in the lorry.

In the House of Commons the War Minister’s reply to a set-up question reduces the number of prisoners that escaped from Island Farm by three.

A German is seen being rugby tackled by a farm worker. When Evans receives news of the final capture he still has three swastikas in his biscuit tin. He drives to the camp and arrests Goltz for the murder of a fellow officer.

Three of the four original friends are reunited at Raina’s bombed out house. As she embraces her husband Klein still maintains she married the wrong man.

