THE 1866 IRISH INVASION OF CANADA

OUTLINE TREATMENT FOR A 50-MINUTE TV DOCU-DRAMA

( Based on forthcoming book, Rebel Yell by Peter Phillips )

For background see BBC History Magazine copy.

1:

LOCATION:
Site of Fenian landing, Niagara Peninsula, Ontario, Canada

NARRATOR:
On Screen

CONTENT:
General introduction

2:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Brief history of British occupation of Ireland. Run up to 1848 Rebellion

3:

LOCATION:
Ballingarry, Co Tipperary, Ireland (Scene of climax to ’48 Rebellion )

NARRATOR:
On and Off Screen

CONTENT:
1848 Rebellion, concentrating on ringleaders. REINACTMENT of final siege by British 

4:

ON-SCREEN:
Stills and Dramatisation

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Aftermath of Rebellion. Deportation and escape of Stephens and O’Mahony. Birth of Fenian movement. DRAMATISATION of Stephens and O’Mahony plotting in Paris and tossing of coin

5:

ON SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR: Off-Screen

CONTENT: 
Irish emigration to America. Development of Fenians (US and Ireland)



Outbreak of US Civil War

6:

LOCATION:
Site of Battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia, US (Scene of heavy Irish casualties)

NARRATOR:
On and Off Screen

CONTENT: 
Role of Irish in Civil War. Biography and war record of ‘Fighting’ Tom Sweeny. Sweeny’s appointment as Fenian Secretary of War

7:

ON SCREEN:
Stills and Dramatisation

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT: 
Development of US Fenian Senate. Size of membership. Demand for funds for rebellion in Ireland. DRAMATISATION of Fenian Senate meeting

8:

ON SCREEN:
Stills

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT: 
1865 Irish Rebellion. Stephens’ escape from prison

9:

ON SCREEN:
Stills and Dramatisation

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT: 
Aftermath of ’65 Rebellion. Biography and rise to power of William Roberts. DRAMATISATION of Fenian Senate Meeting where Roberts challenges O’Mahony

10:

ON SCREEN:
Stills and Interview

NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT: 
Roberts’ Invasion Plan. Historical context (and therefore feasibility of plan) via INTERVIEW with Historian (See Note 1)

11:

ON SCREEN:
Stills, maps and Interview

NARRATOR: Off Screen

CONTENT: 
Roberts tasking Sweeny with producing detailed strategy. Details of plan. INTERVIEW with military expert (See Note 2)

12:

ON SCREEN:
Stills and Dramatisation


NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
US Governement stance. DRAMATISATION of Robert’s meeting with US President Johnson

13:

LOCATION:
Campobello Island, New Brunswick, Canada

NARRATOR:
On and Off Screen

CONTENT:
Split in Fenian Senate. REINACTMENT of O’Mahony’s ‘unofficial’ invasion

14:

ON SCREEN:
Stills


NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
Sweeny’s preparation, recruitment of Generals and problems encountered

15:

LOCATION:
Buffalo, NY, US


NARRATOR: Off Screen

CONTENT:
Biography of John O’Neill. DRAMATISATION of his arrival at Buffalo, NY

16:

ON SCREEN:
Dramatisation and Interview


NARRATOR: Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of the preparation for start of invasion. Kitting out of men with uniforms and IRA badges. INTERVIEW with expert on Fenians / military uniforms 

( See Note 3 )  

17:

ON SCREEN:
Stills and Maps

NARRATOR: Off Screen

CONTENT:
O’Neill’s appointment and instructions

18:

LOCATION:
Fort Erie, Niagara Peninsula, Ontario, Canada 



NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Fenian unit taking Fort, raising of flag and reading of Proclamation. British reaction  

19:

LOCATION:
Site of Fenian landing. Niagara Peninsula, Ontario, Canada


NARRATOR: Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of Fenian landing and making of camp. Arrival of British Troops. O’Neill’s options

20:

LOCATION:
Site of Fenian position, Ridgeway, Ontario, Canada


NARRATOR: On Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of the movements of both sides in preparation for Battle. INTERVIEW with military expert

21:

LOCATION:
Site of Battle of Ridgeway, Ontario, Canada


NARRATOR: Off Screen

CONTENT:
REENACTMENT of Battle ( See Note 4 )

22:

LOCATION:
Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada


NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of aftermath of Battle. Overall Irish position. O’Neill’s dilemma

23:


LOCATION:
Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada


NARRATOR:
Off Screen

CONTENT:
INTERVIEW with Military Expert, assessing O’Neill’s command of battle and retreat

24:

LOCATION:
St Albans, Vermont, US


NARRATOR: On Screen

CONTENT:
Confederate bank raid during Civil War. Fenian position, movement over Canadian border. Retreat

25:

LOCATION:
Buffalo, NY, US


NARRATOR: Off Screen

CONTENT:
DRAMATISATION of O’Neill’s arrest. President Johnson’s Proclamation. Subsequent trials and amnesty 

26:

ON SCREEN:
DRAMATISATION of meeting with US President Johnson and British envoy, Lord Monck

NARRATOR: Off Screen 

CONTENT:
US and British negotiations. Theory on US actions

27:

LOCATION:
Site of Fenian landing, Niagara Peninsula, Ontario, Canada


NARRATOR: On Screen

CONTENT:
Review of events. What happened to main characters. Theory on British role and how events speeded up Canadian independence

NOTES:


1:
A former Canadian University Lecturer specialising in 19th Century British history

2:
Former US military officer, now a writer of military history. Based in Buffalo, NY and an expert on the Battle of Ridgeway.

3:
A writer based in Buffalo who is a specialist on military conditions and uniforms around the time of the US Civil War  

4:
A Reenactment Group, based in up-state New York who regularly re-enact the Battle of Ridgeway

5:
Attached is the draft of a magazine article, recently written for the BBC History Magazine 
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